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GENERAL COUNT O'REILLY'S ATTACK UPON ALGIERS. 

"Was it fortius that General Count O'Reilly, 
Who took Algiers, declares I used him vilely ?"— Bthon. 

The recent capture of Algiers, by the forces of his most Christian 
majesty, that was and is not Charles of France, recalls to our minds 
the attempt on that place by the catholic king five and fifty years ago. 
Grimaldi, a Genoese nobleman, who at that time administered the 
affairs of Spain, wished to give eclat to his government by an expedi- 
tion, which, while its objects would not excite the jealousy of the 
other European powers, would tend to augment his popularity at 
home ; and some attacks of the emperor of Morocco on the Spanish 
settlements in Africa, raised the national hostility, and offered the op- 
portunity he desired, for they had not yet forgotten the disgrace and 
loss incurred in Charles the Fifth's attack upon Algiers nearly two cen- 
turies and a half before. Accordingly, in June 1775, nineteen thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty foot, with thirteen hundred and sixty- 
eight horse were assembled at Carthagena, and the Conde de O'Reilly 
was appointed to the command. 

General Count Alexander O'Reilly was born in the county of Cavan, 
in Ireland ; he entered the Spanish service as a sub-lieutenant in the 
regiment of Hibernia; having attained the rank of major in that corps, 
he obtained leave to serve a campaign in Germany: on his return he 
was appointed lieutenant-colonel, and subsequently the place of adju- 
tant-general, or aide-major general, was created for him, in considera- 
tion of his having introduced the German exercise into the Spanish 
army. In the Portuguese war he commanded a division of light 
troops, and in consequence of distinguished merit in this honourable 
post, he was made brigadier-general. He afterwards obtained con- 
siderable reputation in Havannah and the Floridas, and now projected 
this expedition, his friend Grimaldi promising him if successful, the 
rank of captain-general. Castejon, a distinguished commander, brought 
to Carthagena for the purpose of conveying his forces forty-seven 
king's ships of different rates, and three hundred and forty-six trans- 
ports. On the 15th of June, the procession of Corpus Christi passed 
along the mole of Carthagena ; and the fleet, dressed out in flags and 
streamers of different colours, having received the benediction, saluted 
the host with a triple discharge of artillery. On the same evening) 
generals O'Reilly and Ricardos went on board. The fleet, though 
ready for sea, remained at Carthagena most unaccountably till the 
27th. On the 30th it came off Cape Cercoly fifteen leagues west of 
Algiers, and at one o'clock on the first of July, (an ill-omened day for 
their Irish roman catholic commander,) anchored in the bay of Algiers; 
within an hour the Algerines hoisted several red flags, and fired 
some shot from the town and castles. A Spanish officer who gives a 
journal of the expedition, says the fleet presented a beautiful appear- 
ance on the one hand, while the fortifications and the dangerous coast, 
had a tremendous aspect on the other. The same delays which had 
occurred at Carthagena, here again took place, and alike unaccount- 
ably. It was not till the evening of the 8th that a landing was effected, 
of the first division of eight thousand men, and that too in great dis- 
order. In the meantime O'Reilly had kept up a continued cannon- 
ade on the town ; this, however, was of little importance, as the Sp»' 
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nish officers kept at such a prudent distance from the enemy's batteries, 
that their shot took no effect. The Moors meanwhile had not been 
inactive, and the delays of the Christian commanders, previous to 
effecting 1 a disembarkation, afforded them time to assemble their forces; 
they at first feigned a retreat towards the town, and were pursued by 
the Spaniards, who becoming entangled in the passes and entrench- 
ments, were thrown into confusion : the Moors now advanced to the 
charge, and being well acquainted with the nature of the ground, 
drove the Spanish troops towards the shore : the second division was 
at this time landing from the fleet, but were much embarrassed by the 
fugitives, and had the Moors now pressed them vigorously, the entire 
army must have surrendered, or been driven into the sea. O'Reilly, 
however, succeeded in throwing up some temporary entrenchments on 
the strand, and thus checking the progress of the victors. During 
the night a council of war was held, in which it was determined to 
re-embark the troops and bombard the city. The Spaniards once more 
got on board their fleet, leaving thirteen hundred killed, and taking 
with them three thousand desperately wounded. It was now found 
that provisions were running short ; the scheme of bombardment 
was accordingly abandoned, and the fleet got under weigh, a division 
being left in the bay, for the purpose of overawing the Algerine 
cruisers. When the fleet returned to Spain bearing the news of its 
own disaster, nothing could exceed the unpopularity of its unfortu- 
nate commander : the king was obliged to deprive him of the governor- 
ship of Madrid, and send him into a sort of honourable exile, as cap- 
tain-general of Andalusia. At Valencia, a singular instance of the 
popular national fury against O'Reilly was exhibited : three or four 
hundred boys got together, and having divided themselves into two 
parties, the one called Christians and the other Moors, pitched on the 
deformed son of a French barber to personate the Christian com- 
mander, (the conde was lame.) The infidels obtained a complete vic- 
tory ; a court-martial was held on the chief of the defeated party, and 
being found guilty of cowardice and mismanagement, he was sentenced 
Jo be whipped — a sentence which was executed with such rigour, that 
l "e unfortunate commander expired under the lash. The king, how- 
ever, who had owed his life to O'Reilly, in what is called the sedition 
°i Madrid, still adhered to him; and Swinburne says, that when a new 
foad was making from the palace, an evergreen oak was found to stand 
ln the line ; to this oak Charles had taken a fancy, and he directed the 
engineers not to disturb it. Notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
"mnisters and surveyors, (he oak held its place in the middle of the 
foad. The king often showed it afterwards to his courtiers, and ob- 
serving it had no friend but himself, called it O'Reilly, an oak tree 

eing a prominent part of the armorial bearings of that unhappy noble- 
t \J. The following is an extract from a letter of Sir John M'Pherson 
o Mr. Gibbon, contained in the collection of the latter's miscellaneous 

orks:-_«p rom Madrid I took my route to Valencia, where I passed 
^°me pleasant and instructive hours with the count O'Reilly ; I found 

"n remarkably well informed, with great activity of mind, and a good 
i a- *' le S en ' us °f y° ur friend Burke, sharpened by long experience 

M.B. 
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